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SARAH M. LEAVERTON McGUIRE. 
Born August 2, 1854. Died December 23, 1915. 

By Mbs. Mary C. Leaverton Richie, Georgetown, Illinois. 

My sister, Mrs. Sarah M. Leaverton McGuire, wife of the 
late Judge R. L. McGuire, died December 23, 1915, at her 
home, 517 South Fourth street, Springfield, Illinois, after a 
week's illness of pneumonia, on the fortieth anniversary of 
her wedding. Her husband, Robert L. McGuire, preceded her 
into the beyond about a year and four months, on September 
9, 1914. During his life Mr. McGuire was a very successful 
lawyer and business man. He came to Springfield in 1862. 

Mrs. McGuire was born August 2, 1854, near Pocahontas, 
Bond County, Illinois. She was the daughter of Wilson Leav- 
erton and Jeannette Thompson Johnson, residents at that 
time of that section of the State where our father was the 
owner of a large tract of land, and who made his home beauti- 
ful, and farm one of the model farms in that part of the State. 
Part of this farm was purchased with California gold, as our 
father crossed the continent in 1849, when only twenty-four 
years of age, with only a wagon, yoke of oxen and very little 
money. He as well as his entire party, came near perishing 
for want of water while crossing the plains. When all the rest 
had given out and could go no farther, he and another man 
walked ahead for fifteen or twenty miles at night for water. 
On arriving they could not speak on account of their tongues 
being so badly swollen. After a short rest they returned with 
what water they could carry to the remainder of the party. 
Our father was in California nearly two years and very suc- 
cessful. He returned home by way of Panama, and on the 
sailing vessel many died of cholera and yellow fever, includ- 
ing some of his friends from home. He carried several thou- 
sand dollars in gold dust in a belt which he wore around him. 
When he came home it was with the intention of returning to 
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California with a herd of stock horses and cattle, but his 
marriage to Jeannette T. Johnson, daughter of Benjamin 
Johnson and Rebecca Plant, changed his plans. Our grand- 
father, Benjamin Johnson, was twice elected to the Illinois 
Legislature ; once to the Lower House, from 1838 to 1840, and 
once to the Senate, serving from 1842 till 1846. When a young 
girl, Mrs. McGuire attended Almira College at Greenville, Illi- 
nois, and later in the 70 's attended Monticello Seminary at 
Godfrey, Illinois, where our mother also attended school in 
the 40 's. Mrs. McGuire 's only daughter, Jeannette, the third 
generation, attended Monticello Seminary, and on her grad- 
uation in 1898, both her mother and grandmother were pres- 
ent, and when Miss Haskell, the principal, presented the di- 
plomas to the graduates, she gave each one a rich damask 
rose with her diploma, and special mention was made in sev- 
eral cases. When Jeannette McGuire received her diploma 
and rose, her mother and grandmother were also each pre- 
sented with a rose, because of the three generations who at- 
tended Monticello Seminary. 

Mrs. McGuire was married on December 23, 1875, to Robert 
Lewis McGuire, at Chatham, Illinois, at the beautiful home of 
her parents, who left Bond County in 1871 and moved to San- 
gamon County, where our father owned one of the best stock 
and grain farms in Central Illinois, consisting of one thousand 
acres in one body, which was acquired by uniting energy, per- 
severance and splendid business judgment. 

After Mrs. McGuire 's marriage she and her husband came 
to Springfield, Illinois, where she has resided ever since. She 
was a member of the Presbyterian Church, the Illinois State 
Historical Society, and a patriotic and loyal member of the 
Daughters of the American Revolution. Her charities were 
abundant and many unfortunate and afflicted have cause to 
bless her memory. Mrs. McGuire was descended from a line 
of patriotic ancestors and she was intensely interested in the 
history of her country, and the National Society of the Daugh- 
ters of the American Revolution was especially dear to her 
heart, and her efforts at research along this line were untiring. 
She was the direct descendant of three great-grandfathers 



626 

who served in the Revolutionary War, namely : Charles John- 
son and Williamson Plant, who are both buried near Pocahon- 
tas, Bond County, Illinois, and the third, John Foster Leaver- 
ton, born in London, England, and buried near Leesburg, 
Highland County, Ohio. 

Mrs. McGuire's father, Wilson Leaverton, served in the 
Civil War, enlisted and served as a private in Company F, 
One Hundred Thirty-fifth Illinois Volunteer Infantry. 

Mrs. McGuire's funeral was held at the home on Sunday, 
December 26, and she was buried by her husband's side in Oak 
Eidge Cemetery. She is survived by one daughter, Mrs. John 
Sidney Burnet of Chicago, formerly Susan Jeannette Mc- 
Guire ; two grandchildren, Beatrice, and Robert William Bur- 
net; one sister, Mrs. Benjamin Canaday Richie of George- 
town, Illinois, formerly Mary Caroline Leaverton ; two broth- 
ers, Richard Lincoln Leaverton of Redlands, California ; and 
Samuel Johnson Leaverton of Chatham, Illinois. 

Thus a loving and devoted mother, and a thoughtful and 
good sister has passed away, and we will greatly miss her. 
The beautiful home where there have been so many happy 
meetings, as well as sad ones, is entirely broken up, and we 
will see the familiar faces no more until some sweet day we 
meet in the great beyond. 

"And now on the midnight sky we look, 

And our hearts grow full of weeping; 
Each star is to us a sealed book, 

Some tale of that loved one keeping. 

We parted in silence, we parted in tears, 

On the banks of that lonely river; 
But the odor and bloom of those bygone years, 

Shall hang o'er its waters forever." 



